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NEWSWEEK, MAY 10, 1971 MAJOR HUQ'S REBELLION By Milan J. Kubic
I first met Major Huq in the backyard of a small farmhouse about 2 miles inside the East Pakistan border. Dressed in sneakers and a farmer's lungi (a long white shirt over a skirt), he seemed remarkably, untroubled by the inevitable military disaster that lay ahead. "In less than a week," he said, nodding toward the muddy track over which I had sloshed my way into Bangladesh, 'the Pakistan Army will reach this last escape hatch and my whole enclave will be overrun. Let them come "The first part of the war will end, and then phase two will begin."
For the most part, the area we rode through in Huq's battered Willis Jeep already looked like a conquered land. Most of the women and children had fled to refugee camps in India. And the month-long isolation from the rest of the country had caused shortages of oil, gasoline and manufactured goods. "I'm completely out of drugs against typhoid and endemic fever," one pharmacist told me. "And before long I'll be out of aspirins."
Yet for all these troubles, the villagers still seemed to support the cause of Bengali independence. In Sahapar, for example, a crowd of several hundred peasants responded enthusiastically to Huq's plea to bring in next month's rice harvest. "If you all flee to India," he implored, "Bangladesh will suffer a terrible famine. Harvest is right now the most important thing you can do, including fighting." Waving their homemade Bengali flags, the peasants answered with frenzied shouts for "Joi Bangla! Joi Bangla! "-"Victory to Bengal! Victory to Bengal!"
More important, Huq and his chief recruiter, 24-year-old Shah Abdul Khaleque, seemed to have no trouble in lining up Bengali volunteers for guerrilla war against the federal army. In the village of Gaibanda, one high-school student said: "I don't want to be a refugee. My country is in trouble. My duty is to fight, not flee." In Madhil, another mango shaded hamlet, a father whose two sons—ages 17 and 23-had signed up to fight declared: "I am proud they're going. It's better to die with a rifle in your hand than to be slaughtered like sheep."
Despite the popular enthusiasm and Huq's boundless confidence, the Bengalis still face overwhelming odds. Their entire armoury consists of some 3,000 ancient Enfield rifles and about 100 small mortars. On top of that, the Bengalis have serious leadership problems. Except for inaugural ceremonies held just one timid mile from the Indian border, the six-man government of Bangladesh, has yet to venture out in the open. And even the military leadership necessary to sustain guerrilla activity appears woefully weak. As Huq himself told me. "I need to take a quick trip to India, but I can't. The nearest Bengali officer is 20 miles away and these people derive all their hope from the presence of some one like myself."
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		 এই পাতা শেষ সম্পাদিত হয়েছে ১৮:৫০টার সময়, ২১ জুলাই ২০১৬ তারিখে।
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		গোপনীয়তার নীতি
	উইকিসংকলন বৃত্তান্ত
	দাবিত্যাগ
	আচরণবিধি
	উন্নয়নকারী
	পরিসংখ্যান
	কুকির বিবৃতি
	মোবাইল সংস্করণ



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]





		

	
 

 

		
		

সীমিত বিষয়বস্তুর প্রস্থ সক্রিয় বা নিষ্ক্রিয় করুন







