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বাংলাদেশের স্বাধীনতা যুদ্ধ দলিলপত্রঃ চতুর্দশ খন্ড
শিরোনাম সূত্র তারিখ ১৯। প্রথম রাউন্ডে পশ্চিম টাইম ১২ এপ্রিল, ১৯৭১
পাকিস্তানের বিজয়
TIME MAGAZINE, APRIL 12, 1971 PAKISTAN: ROUND 1 TO THE WEST.
"There is no doubt" said a foreign diplomat in East Pakistan last Week, "that the word massacre applies to the situation". Said another Western official: "It's a veritable bloodbath. The troops have been utterly merciless".
As Round I of Pakistan's bitter civil war ended last week the winner-predictably was the tough West Pakistan army, which has a powerful force of 80.000 Punjabi and Pakistan soldiers on duty in rebellious East Pakistan. Reports coming out of the East via diplomats, frightened refugees and clandestine broadcasts varied wildly. Estimates of the total dead ran as high as 300,000. A figure of 10,000 to 15,000 is accepted by several Western governments, but no one can be sure of anything except that untold thousands perished.
Mass Graves
Opposed only by bands of Bengali peasants armed with stones and bamboo sticks, tanks rolled through, Dacca, the East's capital, blowing houses to bits. At the University soldiers slaughtered students inside the British Council building. "It was like Chengis Khan," said a shocked Western official who witnessed the scene. Near Dacca's marketplace, Urdu-speaking government soldiers ordered Bengali-speaking townspeople to surrender, then gunned them down when they failed to comply. Bodies lay in mass graves at the University, in the old city, and near the municipal dump.
During rebel attacks on Chittagong, Pakistani naval vessels shelled the port, setting fire to harbor installations At Jessore, in the south-west, angry Bengalis were said to have hacked alleged government spies to death with staves and spears. Journalists at the Petrapole checkpoint on the Indian border found five bodies and a human head near the frontier post-the remains, apparently, of a group of West Pakistanis who had tried to escape. At week's end there were reports that East Bengali rebels were maintaining a precarious hold on Jessore and perhaps Chittagong. But in Dacca and most other cities, the rebels had been routed.
The army's quick victory, however, did not mean that the 58 million West Pakistani could go on nominating the 78 million Bengalis of East Pakistan indefinitely. The second round may well be a different story. It could be fought out' in paddies and jungles and along river banks for months or even years.
Completing the Rupture
The civil war erupted as a result of a victory that was too sweeping, a mandate that was too strong. Four months ago, Pakistan's President Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan, held elections for a Constituent Assembly to end twelve years of Martial Law. Though he
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		 এই পাতা শেষ সম্পাদিত হয়েছে ১৮:৪৩টার সময়, ২১ জুলাই ২০১৬ তারিখে।
	লেখাগুলো ক্রিয়েটিভ কমন্স অ্যাট্রিবিউশন/শেয়ার-আলাইক লাইসেন্সের আওতাভুক্ত; এর সাথে বাড়তি শর্ত প্রযোজ্য হতে পারে। এই সাইট ব্যবহার করার মাধ্যমে, আপনি এটি ব্যবহারের শর্তাবলী ও এর গোপনীয়তা নীতির সাথে সম্মত হচ্ছেন।
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