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১৬৩


বাংলাদেশের স্বাধীনতা যুদ্ধ দলিলপত্রঃ পঞ্চদশ খণ্ড




serious discussion of the regional autonomy issue and the formation of a committee of experts. Ayub was expected to make his opening statement on March 12.



 Nothing of substance happened on March 12, since that day was taken up by protracted altercations between admiral A.R. khan and air marshal Asghar khan.



 In the evening of march 12 reports began to be circulate by Dr. Huda and others, that the hawks were beginning to gain the upper hand. Subsequently, it was confirmed that a meeting had been held on the night of March 12 at which the antiautonomy elements i.e Panjabi opposition leaders as well as the hawks on the government side had sat together and decided to resist any concessions being made on regional autonomy or dismemberment of one unit.



 On March 13, Ayub, looking weary and exhausted, read out a statement which made it clear that he had been prevailed upon by the hawks. According to an official, who was involved with these negotiations, Ayub has little freedom for manoeuvre, as Yahya and the army had by then decided to take over and were directing the negotiations behind the scene. since the emergence of the Army as the real power had been recognized, Sheikh Mujib had a separate meeting on 12 March with Yahya's and impressed upon him the importance attached by Bengalis to regional autonomy on the basis of the six-point scheme. Yahya had maintained an accommodating posture, and insinuated that Ayub and Monem khan had in their view been wrong in replying with the language of weapons’ to the six-point demand, rather than in dealing with it politically. In retrospect one sees this meeting as part of the preparation by Yahya for his entry into the political arena. While he ostensibly expressed the hope that the negotiations in the Conference might succeed, he wanted them to fail, and exerted the army's pressure to ensure their failure. For such failure was a necessary condition for a take over by him.



 Ayub proceeded to announce what was in effect a unilateral award. In a statement which contained echoes of the arguments of Chaudhri Muhammad Ali and the Punjabi leaders, he declined to respond to the demand of regional autonomy or dismemberment of one unit. He announced that he would initiate amendments to the 1962 Constitution to provide for a federal parliamentary form of government and direct elections on the basis of universal adult franchise. Ayub sought to justify has inability to deal with the question of regional autonomy and one unit on the ground that these were fundamental questions which could only be considered by elected representatives. Subsequent event were to prove that the position taken was purely tactical since when 21 months later a body of elected representatives was ultimately constituted, the same Punjabi leaders took up the position that these questions were too fundamental to be dealt with by that body and should be resolved outside in a round table conference. No sooner had Ayub read out his award, the Punjabi leaders, even without waiting for a show of consultation among members of the Democratic action Committee hastened to congratulate Ayub. Since it was then quite clear that the anti autonomy forces had succeeded in shutting the door to negotiations on regional autonomy, Sheikh Mujib rejected the award. On returning from the conference hall, Sheikh sat with his senior colleagues to decide on the line of action to be followed. A press conference was called for 3 p.m. I was asked to
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		 এই পাতা শেষ সম্পাদিত হয়েছে ০৯:৪২টার সময়, ২৯ অক্টোবর ২০২৩ তারিখে।
	লেখাগুলো ক্রিয়েটিভ কমন্স অ্যাট্রিবিউশন/শেয়ার-আলাইক লাইসেন্সের আওতাভুক্ত; এর সাথে বাড়তি শর্ত প্রযোজ্য হতে পারে। এই সাইট ব্যবহার করার মাধ্যমে, আপনি এটি ব্যবহারের শর্তাবলী ও এর গোপনীয়তা নীতির সাথে সম্মত হচ্ছেন।
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